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REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
STATE OFFICE FOR CROATS ABROAD
Pursuant to Articles 33 and 60 of the Act on relations of the Republic of Croatia with Croats abroad (Official Gazette Nos 124/2011 and 16/2012), the Ordinance on the Award of Grants/Scholarships for Croatian Language Learning in the Republic of Croatia and Croatian Language Learning Online (CLASS 011-02/15-03/02, REG. NO.: 537-02-03/3-15-01) of March 30, 2015,  the amendments to the Ordinance on the Award of Grants/Scholarships for Croatian Language Learning in the Republic of Croatia and Croatian Language Learning Online (CLASS: 011-02/15-03/02, REG. NO.: 537-02-03/3-16-02) of April 7,  2016, the State Office for Croats Abroad (hereinafter: State Office)
hereby publishes the following
PUBLIC CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
for the Award of Grants/Scholarships for Croatian Language Learning in the Republic of Croatia

 and 
Croatian Language Learning Online
in the academic year 2017/2018
1. TYPE OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT
In the academic year 2017/18 the State Office shall approve grants/scholarships for Croatian language learning in the Republic of Croatia for one or two semesters and for Croatian language learning online for one semester (beginner’s level). 

The following may apply to the Public Call: persons of Croatian nationality, their spouses as well as friends of the Croatian people and the Republic of Croatia who nurture the Croatian identity and promote the Croatian cultural community, who are not younger than 18 and have completed at least high school education and who have residence outside the Republic of Croatia.
Recipients of grants/scholarships for Croatian language learning in the Republic of Croatia may also have residence in the Republic of Croatia for no longer than two years on the day when this Public Call is published.
Upon completing one or two semesters the recipients may be awarded a grant/scholarship for the third/fourth semester on condition that the recipient provides evidence of their intention to take residence, study or work in the Republic of Croatia as well as a certificate of the educational institution with outstanding results (As or Bs).

Grants/scholarships shall not be awarded to candidates who are recipients of other scholarships in the Republic of Croatia.

A) The grant/scholarship for Croatian language learning in the Republic of Croatia, which is awarded by the State Office, shall cover the following costs for the recipients: 

· Cost of the Croatian language course (paid to course organisers)

· Cost of subsidised meals, up to two meals a day (paid to the Ministry of Science and Education)

· Cost of accommodation (in a student residence or private accommodation) up to HRK 300 a month 

· HRK 100 a month for personal needs
The State Office provides recipients of the grants/scholarships for Croatian language learning in the Republic of Croatia with accommodation in student residences in the Republic of Croatia in accordance with the number of available rooms approved by the Ministry of Science and Education for each academic year.  

The above student accommodation includes an average category room with two beds pursuant to current regulations of the Ministry of Science and Education (price, age etc.). 

Should the recipient of the grant/scholarship for Croatian language learning in the Republic of Croatia have residence in the Republic of Croatia which is 50 km away from where they attend the course, they are not entitled to student accommodation.

B) The grant/scholarship for online Croatian language learning which is awarded by     the State Office, shall cover the following costs for the recipients: 

· Cost of the Croatian language online course - HiT-1 (paid to the course organiser).
2) LOCATION AND TIME OF COURSES

A) The courses will be held at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Universities of Zagreb, Split and Rijeka.  

· winter semester ( October 2,  2017 to January 26,  2018) 

· summer semester (February 26 to June 8,  2018)

B) Online Croatian language course HiT-1:

· winter semester (September 11 to December 3, 2017)

· summer semester (March 5 to May 27, 2018

3) COMPULSORY DOCUMENTATION 

A) Applicants should submit the following documents:

1) a completed application form (applicants should clearly indicate what they are applying for) 

2) a brief CV  and motivation letter
3) a valid travel document for all countries of which they are  citizens
4) proof of residence outside the Republic of Croatia (in case the candidate already has residence in the RC, they should also submit an appropriate document issued by the Ministry of the Interior of the RC showing that the candidate’s residency has not exceeded two years) 

5) birth certificate 

6) written evidence of Croatian nationality - a public document of the candidate or their parents or some other ancestor indicating Croatian nationality, such as: birth certificate or school certificate or a copy of a school register or student record or employment record book or military service record book or marriage certificate or death certificate or birth certificate or a Decision on the award of Croatian citizenship pursuant to Article 16, or 11, or a written statement by the head of the competent DM/CO of the RC or community/association of Croatian emigrants. If a public document of an ancestor is used to prove Croatian nationality, it is also necessary to prove blood relation with that person by submitting a birth certificate of the parents, or their parents, all the way back to the ancestor with Croatian nationality. 

For spouses - applicants evidence of Croatian nationality of the spouse should be provided, and for friends - applicants a written statement or recommendation of the head of the competent DM/CO of the Republic of Croatia or association of Croatian emigrants, certificate of membership in Croatian organisations etc. should be submitted in order to confirm the applicant’s commitment to nurturing the Croatian identity and promoting Croatian cultural community. 

7) high school or higher education diploma.

8) evidence of the spouse’s residence outside the Republic of Croatia (only for spouses - applicants). In case the spouse already has residence in the Republic of Croatia, they should submit an appropriate document issued by the Ministry of the Interior of the RC showing that the candidate’s residency has not exceeded two years.

9) marriage certificate (only for spouses applicants)

NOTE: Applicants with Croatian nationality who were awarded a grant/scholarship for Croatian language learning by the State Office in previous years do not have to submit evidence of Croatian nationality.
4. CRITERIA 
Criteria applied to draw up a list of candidates for the Croatian language learning grants/scholarships are as follows: 
A) For Croatian language learning in the Republic of Croatia 

	
	Criteria
	Number of points

	1.
	Candidate is aged under 25 on the day of Public Call publication (proved by birth certificate) 
	20

	2.
	Candidate is aged  26 to 35 until the day of Public Call publication (proved by birth certificate)
	10

	3.
	Candidate is enrolled in the first or second year of studies, i.e. first or second year of undergraduate studies at a higher education institution in the RC (proved by a certificate issued by a higher education institution in the RC)
	20

	4.
	Candidate is a returnee with residence in the Republic of Croatia for less than two years (proved by a certificate issued by Croatia’s Ministry of the Interior)
	20

	5.
	Candidate has already completed a one-semester course at the expense of the State Office with an A (proved by the contract signed with this State office and the certificate of the higher education institution in the RC where the course was held)
	15

	6.
	Candidate completed a higher education programme (proved by a certificate issued by the higher education institution outside the Republic of Croatia)
	10

	7.
	Candidate has already completed a one-semester course at the expense of the State Office with a B (proved by the contract signed with this State office and the certificate of the higher education institution in the RC where the course was held)
	10

	8. 
	Candidate is an active member of the Croatian minority or Croatian emigrant community/association (proved by a certificate issued by the community/association operating outside RC) 
	20


B) For online Croatian language learning: 

	
	Criteria
	Number of points

	1.
	Candidate is aged under 25 on the day of Public Call publication (proved by birth certificate)
	    20 

	2.
	Candidate is aged  26 to 35 until the day of Public Call publication (proved by birth certificate)
	    10

	3. 


	Candidate is an active member of a Croatian minority or Croatian emigrant community/association (proved by a certificate issued by the community/association operating outside RC)
	    20


NOTE: Should candidates have the same score, persons of Croatian nationality will have advantage. They will be followed by spouses and finally friends of the Croatian people. 

5. SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS
Applications are to be submitted by e-mail only, to the following e-mail address: tecaj-hrvatskog-jezika@hrvatiizvanrh.hr. The application period starts on the day of Public Call publication on the State Office’s website and lasts for 30 days up to and including June 19, 2017. Incomplete applications and applications sent after the deadline will not be considered.  
6. PUBLICATION OF RESULTS 

The decision on the award of grants/scholarships for Croatian language learning in the Republic of Croatia and online will be published on the web site of the State Office  www.hrvatiizvanrh.hr within 30 days from the deadline for applications.
CLASS: 016-04/17-03/01
REG. NO.: 537-02-01/3-17-01
Zagreb, May 18, 2017
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